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exception of the Canterbury half-groats, however, the
output of these two mints appears to have been very
small. The Ecclesiastical mints of Canterbury, Durham,
and York now became increasingly active, the two latter
supplying the bulk of the pennies for general currency,
while nine-tenths if not more of the half-groats came
from either the Archiepiscopal or the Royal mint at
Canterbury.

The rose was still the exclusive mint-mark in use for
the royal mints, as is proved by the ryals, which were not
issued until 1465 ; but it was very shortly to give place to
the sun, which must have come into use very soon after
the commencement of the general re-coinage, as, with the
exception of London groats, all light coins with the rose
mint-mark alone are rare, although they are less so when
it is found with another mint-mark on the other side.

This is perhaps a suitable place to correct a rather
general mistake in regard to the rose mint-mark. As
has been previously observed, the rose as the emblem
or badge of the house of York was evidently thought of
more importance than Edward's more personal cognizance
of the sun, and hence, as I hope to show more fully
later, it was again brought into use on his restoration
after the death of Henry VI and the final overthrow of
the Lancastrian cause. This is particularly the case in
connexion with those provincial mints which continued
working after this time, and examples of the rose will be
found as a mint-mark on coins of Canterbury, Durham,
and York, which from their character are undoubtedly of
quite the latest years of this reign. There are also a few
examples of both Bristol and London coins with the rose
mint-mark which may with little hesitation be attributed
to a date later than the death of Henry YL